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Green Procurement Policy

Windmill Integrated Primary School is committed to promoting sustainable living. It will try wherever possible to purchase products and services that are ethically produced and which minimise environmental impact.

Windmill Integrated Primary School and Nursery Unit seek to contribute to environmental sustainability and to educate pupils, teachers, staff and the school community about the importance of making environmentally and ethically responsible decisions with respect to purchasing.

This policy will be considered with regard to the purchasing of all goods and services for

Windmill Integrated Primary School and Nursery Unit.

By implementing this policy, the school aims to:

minimise unnecessary purchasing

make more sustainable use of natural resources

decrease the impact of the school’s activities on the environment

decrease waste (reduce, reuse, recycle)

minimise toxicity to promote human and environmental health

consider the ecological footprint of all products and services purchased for the school

maximise value for money

Where possible, Windmill Integrated Primary School and Nursery Unit will:

· purchase products that have minimal packaging, are energy and resource efficient, and a high recyclable content

· purchase paper for printers and photocopiers that is either recycled or from sustainable resources

· set printers to double sided print as default

· distribute newsletters and notices online

· limit the amount of printed materials sent home to pupils through the use of parent Mail/school website

· purchase equipment and furniture made from recycled materials when they need to be replaced

· reuse or source recycled products

· choose products that are durable and repairable

· choose biodegradable products that are non-toxic

· recycle used goods (computers, printers, furniture, lighting etc)

· purchase fair trade products

· purchase seasonal products

· use reusable cutlery, crockery, glassware and tablecloths
· minimize the use of hazardous chemicals and increase the use of environmentally friendly cleaning and dishwashing products

·  avoid the use of peat as a soil improver

· limit plant pesticides and use alternative pest control techniques

· use (whenever possible) locally collected water (water butts) with efficient irrigation

· purchase organically produced and native plants

· ensure appropriate materials are composting

· act on invasive plants and animals
use eco-buying guides to aid purchasing decisions
This policy will be reviewed in line with the school’s Action Plan system.
